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TOFIFEST: BECAUSE EVERYONE HAS A REBEL INSIDE

Rebellion and rebel filmmakers at the “insolent festival”. International Film Festival TOFIFEST revealed first secrets of the programme during a special press conference on Thursday, 6 May. We became acquainted with new poster, website and motto, which says: “Because everyone has a rebel inside”.
Retrospectives of a Greek “cinema revolutionary” — Costa Gavras, and British “enfant terrible” — Ken Russel in the “Camp Not Dead” section are two of the elements revealed at the press conference foreshadowing the festival which starts on 26 June. This is the 8th edition of Tofifest. For the 8th time it is going to show insolent cinema, taking sides in a discussion on contemporary world.

In 2010 full-length competition, the most important part of the festival, changes. Starting from this year it is called ON AIR and it is devoted to the presentation of debuts and second films of directors from all over the wold. For the first time total prize for winning the competition is 10,000 euro, including 5,000 euro founded by the Marshal of Kujawsko-Pomorskie Voivodeship for the best film of the festival and another 5,000 euro founded by the director of Polish Film Institute for the best director. Moreover, Tofifest is going to present two more competitions: SHORTCUT — short film competition and FROM POLAND — Polish competition.

Journalists were shown a new festival website, aimed at collaboration with social networking medias, new poster designed by the Homework studio from Warsaw and a new motto: “Because everyone has a rebel inside”. “It is because everyone used to have it, has right now or will have”, said Kafka Jaworska, festival director. The unofficial logo of the festival is still “the film orange”.

Masters: Costa Gavras - the first retrospective of Costa Gavras films in Poland.
Originating from Greece, Costa Gavras is a brave and uncompromising director, multiple winner of such awards as the Oscar, Golden Palm, Golden Bear, or BAFTA. He created a new genre of action film — “political thriller”. Against any trends, for more than 40 years he has been consitently focusing on cinema of social unrest and rebellion. In his films he reveals mechanisms governing the world of politics, showing dictatorships and disastrous outcomes of mad ideologies.

Costa — real name Constantinos Gavras — made his debut in 1965 with a crime film The Sleeping Car Murders and just a few years later he created Z, a classic political thriller awarded with the Oscar, Golden Palm, or the BAFTA Award, regarded as a model for further genre films, such as JFK by Oliver Stone.

His another one — Missing (1982) with Jack Lemmon’s brilliant perfomance — was also showered with awards. It touched upon sensitive subject of coup d’etat in Chile. The director was severely criticized by the local government, but also by the U. S. Department of State, because of the harshness of judgement presented in the film. Not for the first or the last time.

However, it legitimizes the opinion on Gavras films which are considered as revolutionary and bold, while Gavras himself as an artist who is not afraid of fierce discussions on condition of contemporary world. Not only those mentioned above, but also many other films of the master are going to be presented during the festival.

Gavras used to say that “you can’t not get involved in politics. By not taking a position, you take a position”. At the beginning of his artistic path he decided to express his opinion on the matter in a very precise manner and he has not changed his mind to this day.
“Camp Not Dead” and Ken Russell  - the master of postmodern mishmash. 
Camp Not Dead is a special section for the fans of ironic, rebellious, unconventional and abstract cinema. Camp grew up in the 60’s resulting from the wave of postmodernism and defense of popular culture, with Susan Sontag as its advocate. She was the first one to define so called “bad art” — kitsch, to put it bluntly.

The key to understand its aesthetics is balancing between kitsch and high art, just like in the films of Ken Russell — the main figure of this thematic block and definitely its icon.

Russell is considered both a genius and a madman.

His films have always featured visual abstraction, frequently mixing high and low culture, revealing dark side of human soul, breaking conventions, taboo and all possible genres, bold in terms of depicting sexual issues and altered states of consciousness, as the title of one of Ken’s films.

At the festival we are going to present Tommy, Salome’s Last Dance, Altered States and Lisztomania starring Ringo Starr as the Pope, to name the few.
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