From Cannes to Tofifest

Renewed Clockwork Orange to open TOFIFEST

The opening gala of the 9th edition of the IFF TOFIFEST that takes place on 25th June will be honoured by the Polish premiere and European second screening of the legendary “A Clockwork Orange” by Stanley Kubrick, in its renewed version, after the presentation in Cannes. This “rebellious” film, plagued by censorship, will open this year’s edition of rebellious Tofifest, marking the 40th anniversary of its making. 


This unique event will take place, thanks to the courtesy of Stanley Kubrick’s family and Warner Bros. Entertainment Poland – the distributor of the film. The opening gala of the International Film Festival Tofifest will offer guests and audiences the opportunity of watching a masterpiece of the world’s cinematography, in a new, renewed version, which saw its premiere in May 2011, in Cannes. Critics of the time emphasized the fact that Kurbick’s film was an ageless creation and the director’s vision of “aesthetics of violence” elevated the film to the level of a philosophical parable. During the festival in Torun, we will see the only existing digital copy of the Polish version of the film, which was made especially for the Tofifest Festival. 

The screening in Torun will take place at a unique moment. This year marks the 40th anniversary since the making of “A Clockwork Orange”. This film has not always been seen as a masterpiece, though. Upon its release, it polarised the audience. In 1972, it received 4 nominations for Academy Awards, 3 nominations for the Golden Globe Award and 7 nominations for the BAFTA Award. Yet, none of the awards was given. Why was that? Was it even possible to give any such awards to the film that was most fought against by the censorship of the 1970s? 

The adaptation of the famous novel by Anthony Burgess, a Scottish writer, published in 1962, stirred the blood of critics and film enthusiasts. Kubrick was immediately given the label of a “controversial” artist. Instantly, there emerged a group of hard fans and an army of critics that hated the director. What caused such drastic reactions? “A Clockwork Orange” is a surrealist vision of a society, filled with brutality and violence, set in the not so distant future. In reality, Kubrick used that brutal entourage and SF staffage, on purpose, to communicate a painful truth about the cruel society of his time, which hid the omnipresent violence, with embarrassment. 

It is a duty of each experienced film enthusiast to see this movie in its new digital version. It is commonly agreed that “A Clockwork Orange” is a fundamental work in the history of cinematography. The confirmation of that fact is its presence on the 5 prestigious lists of the American Film Institute: 10 Best SF Films, 100 Best American Films of All Time, 100 Greatest Heroes and Villains of All Time (Malcolm McDowell as Alex DeLarge), 100 Best Thrillers of All Time and on the list of Best American Films of All Time. 

The film has become an inherent part of the long list of the masterpieces created by Stanley Kubrick, such as “2001: A Space Odyssey”, “Full Metal Jacket”, “The Shining” or “Eyes Wide Shut”. 

The opening gala of the 9th edition of the Tofifest Festival will take place at Cinema City – a partner cinema – on 25th June, at 7:30 p.m. During the same Opening Ceremony, Jerzy Stuhr, a master of Polish cinema, will receive a Special Golden Angel Award for Artistic Insolence. The festival will offer the opportunity to see a retrospective on the Angry Young trend, New Serbian Cinema, films of Jim Sheridan and panorama of Grzegorz Królikiewicz. The slogan for this year's edition is “Get infected... with cinema”.  More info at: www.tofifest.pl 

***

Honour patronage: Minister of Culture Bogdan Zdrojewski; Voievod of Kujawsko-Pomorskie region Ewa Mes, Marshall of Kujawsko-Pomorskie region Piotr Całbecki, Mayor of Torun City Michał Zaleski, director of the Polish Film Institute Agnieszka Odorowicz, president of Polish Filmmakers Society Jacek Bromski / Main Patronage: Toruń City Hall / Financed by: Samorząd Województwa Kujawsko-Pomorskiego, Polish Film Institute, Visegrad Found, Media Programm / Main Sponsor: Bella / Official Festival Hotel: Hotel Bulwar / Media patronage: TVP Bydgoszcz, Radio ESKA, Radio WAWA, Gazeta Wyborcza, Malemen, Kino, Interia.pl, Stopklatka.pl, Orbitorun.pl, Kulturalnytorun.pl, EMPIK.com
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