FIND YOUR COUNTRY on TOFIFEST FILM FESTIVAL

GERMANY: Julia Jentsch, special award for European Upcoming Talent
FRANCE / GERMANY: “Woman Without Men” in Main Competition
USA / IRAN: Shirin Neshat, special festival guest 
IZRAEL / FRANCE / GERMANY: Haim Tabakman’s “Eyes Wide Open” In Main Competition
GEORGIA: retrospective of New Georgian Cinema
GEORGIA: Levan Koguashvili’s “Street Days” and In Main Competition
FRANCE: Patrice Chereau & “Persecution” opens the festival
FRANCE / GREECE: Costa Gavras – retrospective in “Masters” section
UNITED KINGDOM: Ken Russell - retrospective
MEXICO: “Alamar” in Main Competition
ROMANIA: two films - “First Of All. Felicia” & “Francesca” in Main Competition
TURKEY: Pelin Esmer’s“10 To 11” In Main Competition
ITALIA: Berlusconi & “Videocracy” in Power Of Reality section
SLOVAKIA: Dusan Hanak, Special Guest of festival and Cultural Exchange section.
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GERMANY: JULIA JENTSCH, special award for European Upcoming Talent
The winner of Berlinale Silver Bear, two European Film Awards and “German Oscar” will come to Toruń for Tofifest. During the opening gala she is going to receive a special award. After Holland, Meszaros or Janda, Jentsch is another important woman of European cinema, whose  significance has been acknowledged by the festival.

Julia Jentsch comes to Toruń to receive the award for the rising talent of European cinema. Her remarkable performance in The Edukators, 33 Scenes From Life, and most often awarded in Sophie Scholl – The Final Days proved that Jentsch is a talented and versatile actress. Moreover, she is not afraid of playing insolent characters, disagreeing with reality and conditions that surround them.  And that was one of the main arguments for the organizers of the “insolent” Tofifest festival to grant their first, special actor’s award to this German artist.

2005 was a breakthrough year for her. She played the title role in the drama Sophie Scholl – The Final Days [Sophie Scholl  - der letzten tage], directed by Marc Rothemund. That was the film which fully showed her brilliantly formed talent for acting. The story is based on true events of 1943, when a group of youn Germans from Munich opposed Hitler’s authorities and formed a secret organization called “White Rose”. The organization was soon crushed and its founders were sentenced to decapitation – including a student, Sophie Scholl. Critics emphasized her precise, sometimes even ascetic performance, able to show the whole range of emotions with minor gestures. Jentsch was showered with awards: Silver Bear at Berlin Film Festival, European Film Awards from the jury and from the audience, “German Oscar” - German Film Award. Starting from that point she became one of the first class European actresses.

Despite so many successes, Julia is still a modest person who keeps both feet on the ground. When asked whether she feels “a star”, she answered: “This notion is used towards everyone and everything, that is why it is completely meaningless”.

Julia Jentsch comes to Toruń on 26 June. During the opening gala she is going to receive Tofifest Special Award. The following day, 27 June, there is a scheduled meeting with the actress, open for all the viewers and inhabitants of Toruń. Jentsch’s visit will be accompanied her films review.

More: http://www.tofifest.pl/en/program/p/7
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FRANCE / GERMANY: “WOMAN WITHOUT MEN” IN MAIN COMPETITION
“Women Without Men” (“Zanan-e Bedun-e Mardan”), awarded at the prestigious Venice Film Festival. The film will have its Polish premiere at Tofifest during ON AIR competition. In a mystical-poetic way, the film tackles the most contemporary issues of Iranian women. It’s an exquisite example of art cinema, and cinema about art. As the director describes her film: “It was work filled with love, lasting six years (…) This film tells the world the story of my country”. The motion picture depicts the events of 1953 — the revolution inspired by the Great Britain and the USA. Iran’s Shah Mohammed Reza Pahlavi overturned the democratic government of Mohammed Mossadek, and introduced dictatorship. Western countries inspired the revolution in order to secure their rights for oil extraction. The film is a German-French-British coproduction.

“Women Without Men”, presenting a style of magical realism, is a bold mixture of realism and visionary foresight. Neshat showed how Iranian filmmaking could like like if it was left uncensored. — wrote in Gazeta Wyborcza Tadeusz Sobolewski.

http://www.tofifest.pl/en/program/p/3
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USA/IRAN: SHIRIN NESHAT, special guest

Shirin Neshat — winner of the Silver Lion award for best direction in Venice, and one of the most prominent modern art representatives, is coming to Toruń’s Tofifest. Neshat will attend the Polish premiere of her film — Women Without Men — the one that won her the award at Venice Film Festival. It is the first visit of this Iranian-American artist to a Polish film festival. 

Galleries both in the USA, and in Europe compete for works of this remarkable, acclaimed all over the world artist. Living in New York, Neshat is one of the first artists who so openly brings into daylight the situation of women in Muslim countries. She does it in a truly skilful way, avoiding aggression, asking tricky questions with unprecedented precision.

Neshat works are an example of rare attempts to examine the essence of Islam, and to translate it into the universal language of art. She started her career rather late — when she was 30 — after a visit to her home country after a 20-year absence, which left her shocked. She is now considered one of the most renowned female contemporary artists. Her very intimate, autobiographical video works were presented at the most prestigious international exhibitions, such as: Venice Biennale, Whitney Biennale, Sydney Biennale, Lyon Biennale, and Kwangu Biennale.

Neshat will be the second special guest at the 2010 Toruń’s Tofifest, after Julia Jentsch, who will receive Tofifest special award on 26 July.

Neshat will arrive in Torun on 29 July 2010. The premiere of her film will take place in Baj Pomorski Theatre, which will be followed by an open meeting and a conference with the artist.

http://www.tofifest.pl/en/news/17
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IZRAEL / FRANCE / GERMANY “EYES WIDE OPEN” IN MAIN COMPETITION

Controversial film about homosexual love in an ultra-Orthodox Jewish community “Eyes Wide Open” (Israel, France, Germany, 2009), called by critics a “Jewish Brokeback Mountain”, is a film directed by debutant Haim Tabakman. Courage of an artist, who created a film about homosexuality among Orthodox Jews, literally described words from TheIndependetCritic.com site: “the Orthodox Jewish community is even less tolerant than the Taliban”. This is a story of Aaron who is a respected member of Jewish community in his forties who leads quiet and orderly life in the orthodox quarter of Jerusalem. The routine of his daily life is broken by Ezri – nineteen years old student who unexpectedly visits Aaron’s shop. Between men born feelings which turns into passion and lust. Orthodox community will not allow for it.

“Eyes Wide Open” is the one of the most interesting Israel films from recent years. It tells openly about the homosexual love between men which is forbidden in Judaism. TheIndependetCritic.com critic wrote about this film – “Most disturbing and maddening scenes as we see Aaron’s passion give way to overwhelming guilt, shame and inner torment. His response to wrestling with his own inner demons and the actions of his community will leave you thinking and feeling and discussing for days after viewing the film”.

The power of film’s message was appreciated by many festival juries. The image was taken to the selection of the Cannes Film Festival; it received the Israeli Film Academy awards, the Grand Prix of Ghent International Film Festival, an acting prize at the Jerusalem Film Festival and the John Schlesinger Award at the Palm Springs International Film Festival.

http://www.tofifest.pl/en/news/24
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GEORGIA: NEW GEORGIAN CINEMA
Georgian film is a strange phenomenon, special, philosophically light, sophisticated and at the same time childishly pure and innocent. There is everything that can make me cry and I ought to say that it (my crying) is not an easy thing. Federico Fellini, acclaimed Italian film director

Georgia has a long history of cinematography which starts at the end of 19th century almost simultaneously with development of cinema in Europe. The first cinema opened in Tbilisi in 1896; by the early 1900s, there were several film theaters throughout Georgia. 

In early 2000s the situation started to change step-by-step and modern Georgian cinematography, in spite of difficult period, still continues its development. In the last period, films are shot generally by new generation of talented filmmakers such as: Dito Tsintsadze, Levan Koguashvili, Giorgi Ovashvili, Zaza Urushadze, Aleko Tsabadze, etc. Many of them have received a lot of international film festivals awards.

The Georgian section at TOFIFEST is represented by six new films. Majority of them touch upon various problems existing in modern Georgia. Levan Koguashivili’s Women from Georgia and Salome Aleksi-Meskhishvili’s Felicita address the problems of immigrant women living and working abroad (USA and Italy respectively). In Street Days (Levan Koguashvili) various social problematic, drug addiction issues are depicted. The Other Bank by George Ovashvili tells story of 12 years old boy, who belongs to the generation, which was subject to mass displacement during civil war in Abkahzia region. Salome Jashi’s film The Leader Is Always Right shows patriotic camps where high school children spent around two weeks and where leader is always right ideology is cultivated. The film Three Houses (Zaza Urushadze) consists of three novels united by a story of the picture encompassing three cenuries

We hope that New Georgian Cinema section will be interesting and well accepted by audience at TOFIFEST. On behalf of BIAFF we want to express our gratitude to TOFIFEST for giving us an opportunity to present modern Georgian cinema to the Polish (and not only) audience.

http://www.tofifest.pl/en/program/s/8
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GEORGIA: “STREET DAYS” IN MAIN COMPETITION
Tbilisi, Georgia. Three policemen arrest Checkie, 45, and tell him to introduce his friend’s son to drugs so that they can blackmail his father. If he refuses to cooperate, he will end his life in prison. Unemployed and addicted to heroin, Checkie is in no position to refuse — but, faced with such a stark choice, he desperately tries to find a way out.

The director said about film: For me this film is about a strange and a very sad generation. These people were born and grew up in the Soviet Union, but after this country collapsed in front of their eyes, they were forced to adapt to a different reality. (…) Many of them are no longer alive, and those who survived are called ‘the lost generation’. This film is very personal, because it tells the story of a generation which I remember, which I love, and which I pity — the generation I feel I belong to.

http://www.tofifest.pl/en/program/f/8
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FRANCE: PATRICE CHEREAU & “PERSECUTION” OPENS THE FESTIVAL

Persecution, the newest film by Patrice Chereau (Cannes, Berlin and Ceasar Award winner), will be screened at the opening of International Film Festival TOFIFEST 2010. It’s an interesting experiment and one of the most abstract Chereau’s movies. Without beginning and ending, it was made from casual, contrasted, strict a bit and colorful shots edited in a spontaneous and illogical way. This is a film about decision — about a choice of forgetting misfortune. I saw this kind of human once. I even know him very well. He fascinates me and involves the whole my imagination — the director said. Thanks to well-matched cast, it was possible to create intensive psychological drama, telling about mysterious, odd and difficult to understand labirynth of unrealised, egocentric and passionate love. Nevertheless, there is one more character in this unpredictable and strange game of feelings and passions — Paris…
Patrick Chereau is one of the most entitled creators of European cinema. He made his debut in 1974, by adaptating James Hadley Chasee’s novel Flesh And The Orchid, a detective film . Queen Margot (1994) was his first great success, awarded in Cannes. Intimacy (2001) was a controversial and experimental film enterprise awarded with Ceasar for the Best Directing. As an actor, Chereau appears on the screen sporadically and usually in supporting roles. He acted in: “Danton” (1982) by Andrzej Wajda, Michael Mann’s “The Last of The Mohicans” (1992) and Michael Haneke’s The Time of The Wolf (2003).
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FRANCE / GREECE: COSTA GAVRAS – retrospective
You are invited to the first retrospective of Costa Gavras films in Poland!

Originating from Greece, Constantinos Gavras (born in 1933 in Lutra Ireas) is a brave and uncompromising director, multiple winner of such awards as the Oscar, Golden Palm, Golden Bear, or BAFTA. He created a new genre of action film — ‘political thriller’. Against any trends, for more than 40 years he has been consitently focusing on cinema of social unrest and rebellion. In his films he reveals mechanisms governing the world of politics, showing dictatorships and disastrous outcomes of mad ideologies.

In the 50s he tried to get to American ilm schools. Unsuccessfully — for political reasons, which directly affected his family even during the wartime occupation. To pursue a creative life he choose exile and moved to France, where he studied among others the Sorbonne in Paris and even collaborated with René Clair, Jacques Demy and René Clément.

Costa — real name Constantinos Gavras — made his debut in 1965 with a crime film The Sleeping Car Murders and just a few years later he created Z, a classic political thriller awarded with the Oscar, Golden Palm, or the BAFTA Award, regarded as a model for further genre films, such as JFK by Oliver Stone. His another one — Missing (1982) with Jack Lemmon’s brilliant perfomance — was also showered with awards. It touched upon sensitive subject of coup d’etat in Chile. The director was severely criticized by the local government, but also by the U. S. Department of State, because of the harshness of judgement presented in the film. Not for the first or the last time. However, it legitimizes the opinion on Gavras films which are considered as revolutionary and bold, while Gavras himself as an artist who is not afraid of fierce discussions on condition of contemporary world.

Gavras used to say that you can’t not get involved in politics. By not taking a position, you take a position. At the beginning of his artistic path he decided to express his opinion on the matter in a very precise manner and he has not changed his mind to this day.

http://www.tofifest.pl/en/program/p/6
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UNITED KINGDOM: KEN RUSSELL – retrospective
TOFIFEST is going to show the films of Ken Russell, the master of postmodern mishmash. 

Camp Not Dead is a special section for the fans of ironic, rebellious, unconventional and abstract cinema. Camp grew up in the 60’s resulting from the wave of postmodernism and defense of popular culture, with Susan Sontag as its advocate. She was the first one to define so called ‘bad art’ — kitsch, to put it bluntly.

The key to understand its aesthetics is balancing between kitsch and high art, just like in the films of Ken Russell — the main figure of this thematic block and definitely it’s icon.

Russell is considered both a genius and a madman. His films have always featured visual abstraction, frequently mixing high and low culture, revealing dark side of human soul, breaking conventions, taboo and all possible genres, bold in terms of depicting sexual issues and altered states of consciousness, as the title of one of Ken’s films.

At the festival we are going to present The Who's Tommy, Salome’s Last Dance, Altered States and Lisztomania starring Ringo Starr as the Pope, to name the few.

http://www.tofifest.pl/en/program/p/12
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MEXICO: “ALAMAR” IN MAIN COMPETITION
The third movie takes us to the ocean coast of Mexico. “To the Sea” (“Alamar”, Mexico 2009) is is a debut of the Mexican director Pedro González-Rubio in the feature film genre. Image eludes unambiguous classification, because blurs the line between classic feature film and documentary. The movie cannot be classified explicitly as it blurs the line between feature and documentary film. It is a kind of a movie essay of an exceptionally pure and simple expression devoid of cheap sentimentalism. The movie resembles a kind of ethnographic album, filled with superb photographs presenting the unique ecosystem of Banco Chinchorro – a Mexican region enlisted on the World Heritage List.

The movie is not only a story about relations between people and nature but also a memorable tale about a father’s role and the meaning of fatherhood. The process of forming a delicate but strong bond between 5-year old Natan and Jorge, his father, helps the viewer understand the potential that is hidden in a conscious and mature fatherhood. “Alamar shows us that father/son relationship in a pure form – no external drama (…) just the moments of this father and son together. Just a father and his son” – wrote the critic of Hollywood.com.

“To the Sea” won many prizes – Tiger Award 2009 at Rotterdam International Film Festival; Jury Award at Miami International Film Festival; Audience Award and Best Film at Morelia International Film Festival; FIPRESCI Award at the Toulouse Latin America Film Festival. Pedro González-Rubio – the director of this film – is a “citizen of the world”. He was born in Brussels, lived in New Delhi of India, studied at a faculty of film in Mexico and at the London Film School. “To the Sea” is his first feature film.
http://www.tofifest.pl/en/news/23
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ROMANIA: “FIRST OF ALL. FELICIA” & “FRANCESCA” IN MAIN COMPETITION
“First of All, Felicia” (“Felicia inainte de toate”, Romania 2009) is the feature debut of Razvan Radulescu and Melissa de Raaf Romanian-German duo. It is also the Polish premiere of the film.

“Subtle acting and emotional intensity” are the strongest part of “First of All, Felicia”, according to words of The Hollywood Reporter’s critic. The story talks about the alienated condition of a 40 year old woman who believed to have followed her passion and now doesn’t know anymore where she belongs. We are on Felicia’s departure day after the two week annual visit to her family in Bucharest. As the taxi drives through the jammed streets of Bucharest, Felicia and her mother realize they will never be in time for the flight. While trying to rebook her ticket, Felicia begins to understand she has to choose between two families – parents and son who has stayed at home.

“First of All, Felicia” is the first common work of the famous Romanian writer and German art curator Radulescu became famous as the author of the screenplay for “Mr. Lazarescu Death” which won at festivals in Cannes, Cluj and Bratislava. Melissa De Raaf occupies with the theory of art, philosophy and visual arts.

Francesca is the second film from Romania in this year’s Tofifest. It was directed by Bobby Păunescu and it is his feature film debut. Main role was played by beautiful Romanian model and actress Monica Barladeanu. “Francesca” is a film which raises the problem of earning immigration from East Europe countries to the West. It is very important issue for modern Romania. It confirms the fact that Tudor Cristian Jurigiu’s film “Nunta Lui Oli” which takes part in Tofifest 2010 short films competition also talks about it.

Francesca is 30 years old and she works as a teacher at a kindergarten in Bucharest. Her parents have split up many years ago and she now lives with her mother, Ana. Francesca longs to immigrate to Italy. She quickly finds an agent who promises wonders. However, after some time she slowly begins to realize that this work can be a cover for the dirty interests and trafficking in women.

The film provoked a political scandal at the Venice Film Festival. Member of the Italian Parliament Alessandra Mussolini and the mayor of Verona Flavio Tosi tried to block the exhibiotion of the film at the festival. The reason was sharp words about both politicians who are well known for antimigrant attitude. In the dialogues Mussolini, granddaughter of Fascist leader, is called “a whore who wants to kill the Romanians” and Tosi “shitty mayor”.

The director did not bend and did not change the film. In Toruń you will see the full version of Francesca.

http://www.tofifest.pl/en/news/24
http://www.tofifest.pl/en/news/23
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TURKEY: “10 TO 11” IN MAIN COMPETITION
The second film, “10 to 11” (“11’e 10 kala”, Turkey, Germany, France 2009) is the feature debut of Pelin Esmer – Turkish documentary who is rewarded and highly regarded in the world. During Tofifest we are going to see a Polish premiere of this work. “10 to 11” is the story of a passionate collector Mithat and the concierge of the building, Ali, which takes place in the backdrop of the great Istanbul. For Mithat Istanbul is as vast as his collections and for Ali is nothing more than a few blocks around the building. When the neighbors decide to have the building rebuilt with the fear of earthquake and the wish for a more valuable house, Mithat’s most challenging struggle to save his collections begins. The building becomes the common destiny of these two men living alone.

The Variety’s critic wrote: “surprisingly charming intimate portraits of 83-year-old anal-retentive Turkish men. An unassuming quasi-documentary homage to both the director’s grandfather and the Istanbul around which the story purposefully wanders”. The critic mentioned about grandfather because the director built Mithata’s figure based on memoir of Mithata Esmer – her own grandfather, who also starred in the role of the old collector.

“10 to 11” is a picture which won many awards. It was honored, inter alia, at the Istanbul International Film Festival (Best Direction), Middle East International Film Festival (Best Direction), Tromso International Film Festival (FIPRESCI Award), Cinema Novo Film Festival, Ankara Film Festival, IndieLisboa Film Festival (Jury Award) and the Rotterdam Film Festival where it received the prize for Best Film.

http://www.tofifest.pl/en/news/23
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ITALIA: BERLUSCONI & “VIDEOCRACY”
Videocracy — Basta apparire dir. Gandini

In Italy, for thirty years, the image has been controlled by one man. TV-magnate and Presidente Silvio Berlusconi has influenced the content of commercial television in a way never before done in Italy. His TV-channels, with their young skimpy-clad girls, are seen by many to mirror his own taste and personality. In Videocracy, Italian-born director Erik Gandini portrays the consequences of a TV-experiment that Italians have been subjected to for 30 years. Gaining unique access to the most powerful media spheres, he unveils a remarkable story, born out of the scary reality of ‘TV-Republic’ Italy.
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SLOVAKIA: DUŠAN HANÁK – SPECIAL GUEST OF TOFIFEST CULTURAL EXCHANGE SECTION. 

The programme of  CULTURAL EXCHANGE section focuses on the common experience of getting the freedom of four countries Poland, Czech Republic, Slovakia and Hungary exploring their historical similarity. The programme presents selected films which put stress on the main historical movements in V4 countries — 1939, 1956, 1968, 1989, 1990. The section is accompanied with the special guests from Slovakian Film Institute, Cinefest and Brno 16 and also from Czech Centre.  Dusan Hanak, one of the most important Slovak filmmaker will be the special guest of the round table discussion after the screening of his film “Paper heads/Papierove Hlavy”.

Hanak born 1938 in Bratislava. He made 20 short documentary films, which won significant domestic and international awards. He was chairman of the Slovak Film Directors Association and the founding president of the Slovak Film and Television Academy (1996-1998). He awarded Special Crystal Globe for Outstanding Artistic Contribution to World Cinema at the 43rd Karlovy Vary IFF in 2008.

More: http://www.tofifest.pl/en/program/p/16
